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	Music Whole School Topic Overview year 2026-27

	
	Advent 1
	Advent 2
	Lent 1
	Lent 2
	Pentecost 1
	Pentecost 2

	EYFS
	Find the beat 
Identify, move, clap, and play to the beat.  
	Rhythms 
Copy simple rhythms through call and response. 
Sing a range of well-known nursery songs.  
	Introduce Untuned Instruments
Create rhythms on classroom instruments.  
	Improvise 
Create rhythms on classroom instruments using one note.  
	Compose
Create rhythms on classroom instruments using two notes.  
	Graphic score 
Make long/short, high/low, fast/slow sounds on classroom instruments. Create a visual representation of sound.  

	1/2
	I Wanna Play in a Band
Extend their notation reading skills.
	Christmas rap
Extend their Call and Response skills.
	Zoo Time
Extend their playing skills in a new genre.
Be able to play on Off-Beats.
	Friendship
Extend their improvisation skills.
Extend their reading skills (notation).
	The lion sleeps tonight
Begin to understand basic harmony – what a chord is and how it is used in music.
Compose a longer rhythm to play on tuned instruments using at least 2 notes.
	Summer sun
Perform a piece of music with confidence.
Be able to appraise their own performance and say what could be improved on.

	3/4
	Toca Bonito
Understand the word Dynamics and how different dynamics can change music.
Be able to play the same music with different dynamics.
	Techno Echo
Extend their skills reading stave notation to be able to read below the treble clef stave (for trumpet).
	Graphic Score
Begin to develop an understanding of harmony and how it can affect the mood of music.
	Stack Attack
Develop their understanding of the structure of pieces of music.
	Pentatonic scale
Learn the Pentatonic Scale (in C).
Use the Pentatonic Scale to compose a short piece of music with melody and rhythm
	Improvisation
Use their skills reading from Stave Notation and reading rhythm notation to play multiple different parts to the same piece.
Develop their improvisation skills further.

	5/6
	Ostinato
Understand what an Ostinato is and how it can be used in conjunction with layering to create music
	Scales and chords
Understand what is meant by harmony and be able to describe harmony using the correct vocabulary (Major, Minor).
Be able to sing harmony parts alongside other parts
	Florence Price
Play multiple parts together as an ensemble, reading from a score.
	Home-made musical instruments
Understand how different instruments create sound [link to science topic on sound if possible].
Make their own instrument out of recycled materials based on their understanding of how sound is made in different instruments.
	Hip Hop Shakespeare/ Wellerman
Be able to rap a short poem along to a regular backing track.
Be able to sing a sea shanty without any accompaniment.
Write some of their own lyrics and rap/sing them in the context of a wider song
	TDRIPS
Be able to use correct musical terminology to describe music and its features: Tempo, Dynamics, Rhythm, Instrumentation, Pitch, and Structure.
Compose their own piece of music having thought about all the aspects of the music mentioned above
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