
Autumn is a beautiful season, ablaze with vibrant colours, changeable weather, and
delicious seasonal food and treats. I find this half term a wonderful time to reset, spend
quality time with my children, and enjoy everything Lincolnshire and the wider area have
to offer.

I hope to find time for family walks, cooking, and catching up with those I don’t often see
during the busy school term. It’s also a great chance to recharge and prepare for the
excitement, colour, sights, and sounds of Advent and the festive period ahead.

The Advent 2 term is always a busy time in schools, and this year I’ll be experiencing
twice the discos, nativities, concerts, and much more! That’s why half term feels like such
an important opportunity to slow down and get ready for all the excitement to come.

In terms of planning a wonderful festive season for our school community, the first week of
Advent 2 will include the FOSA AGM. This will be held on Thursday, 6th November at
3:15pm in the school lunch hall. Refreshments will be provided, and we’d love to see any
parents or staff interested in joining the committee.

I hope you all have a restful and enjoyable break, 
and I look forward to seeing you 
next term.

Mrs Withers

A MESSAGE FROM MRS WITHERS
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LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE in love
1 CORINTHIANS 16:14
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Many happy returns to Emilia in
Juniper Class who is 10 on
Wednesday 29  October, to Anastasia
in Acacia Class who will be 8 on
Wednesday 29  October, and to  Lucy
in Juniper Class who is 10 on Sunday
2nd November!
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We all wish you a super and special
day! 

This weekend, we turn our clocks back an hour and step into a new season. 

The evenings grow darker, the air feels cooler, and the pace of life begins to 
slow a little. It’s a small change, but one that reminds us how time moves in 

cycles - day and night, summer and winter, growth and rest.

As we adjust to the shorter days, we can take a moment to notice the beauty in this 
season: the cosy warmth of a cup of hot chocolate after a walk, crunchy golden 

leaves, the comfort of being indoors together.

Just as nature takes time to rest and prepare for new life, we too can pause, reflect, and
find quiet moments of gratitude in our days.

Even as the world outside grows darker earlier, the light we share through kindness,
friendship and care for one another continues to shine brightly -  and that light makes all

the difference.

 - Miss Griffin

Thank you, God,
for family and friends.
We remember our loved
ones who have died
and pray they are at
peace in your loving
arms.

Amen.

LET US PRAY
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OUR PARISH CHURCH
The Children’s Liturgy takes place at the 
9:00am Mass. All children are welcome to share in 
this opportunity to participate in their own Liturgy of the 
Word at Mass at an appropriate level for them.
Please click here to read weekly newsletters from our Catholic
Parish of Stamford, Saint Mary and Saint Augustine. 

Our classes celebrate their
liturgies every Wednesday
afternoon from 3pm until 
3.15pm. Classroom doors 
will be open at 3pm if you
would like to join us. 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S 
CLASS LITURGIES

BOURNE & DEEPING
R.C. PARISH
Please click here to read
weekly newsletters from
our friends at the Bourne
and Deeping Roman
Catholic Parish.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

TURNING BACK THE CLOCKS

GREEN TEAM/ SCHOOL
COUNCIL
11 Nov - Green Team
13 Nov - Youth Council (Town Hall)
18 Nov - School Council 
25 Nov - Green Team
2 Dec - School Council
9 Dec - Green Team

YEAR 6 PARENTS
The main deadline for secondary
school transfer applications is 31st
October. This a reminder to apply
as soon as possible if you haven’t
already. 

You can apply online here or phone
01522 782030 and make an
application over the phone.

Today, King Charles became the first British monarch in 500 years to pray in public with a
pope during a historic state visit to The Holy See.

His Majesty, accompanied by his wife, Queen Camilla, was introduced to Pope Leo XIV in
the Apostolic Palace library - the traditional place for such meetings.

Buckingham Palace described today’s visit as a 'significant moment in relations between
the Catholic Church and the Church of England', and added that the visit recognised 

the ecumenical work both Pope Leo and King Charles have taken in their lives.

Today’s meeting also reflects the Jubilee's theme of walking together as
 Pilgrims of Hope.

-Miss Griffin

KING CHARLES AND QUEEN CAMILLA MEET POPE LEO
AT THE VATICAN

https://www.catholicstamford.com/newsletter-archive
http://https/www.bourneanddeepingrc.org.uk/newsletter
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/school-admissions/apply-school
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SAFEGUARDING
If you have any concerns about a child, or if you need help
and support, please don’t hesitate to contact our
Safeguarding team: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Garland

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Withers

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Oliver

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Reeves

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Taylor

The Safeguarding team can be contacted on 01780 762094
or by email: enquiries@st-augustine.lincs.sch.uk

Congratulations to all of the recipients of this week’s Virtue
Certificates - we are all very proud of you. 

Olive Class - Michael - Love of Neighbour & Self-Control

Sycamore Class - Éirinn - Hope & Confidence

Acacia Class - Teddie - Love of Learning & Determination

Juniper Class Year 5 - Zachary - Friendship & Kindness

Juniper Class Year 6  - Toby - Hope & Confidence

VIRTUES CERTIFICATES

E-SAFETY WITH ALAN
MACKENZIE
Report - Understanding the Impact of News on Children's
Wellbeing

There seem to be a lot of reports coming out at the moment. This new
report from Internet Matters called Informed or Overwhelmed looks at
how social media is reshaping how children and young people
consume news, the opportunities and challenges.

This is an important one to understand. Annual reports from Ofcom
continually show us that children and young people don't get their
news the traditional way, it comes from a range of other sources with
social media being a big one.

This report looks at how distressing news stories, mis and
disinformation (plus AI-generated content) can impact a person's
wellbeing with the algorithmic design having a big impact in pushing
out negative and distressing news, creating anxiety, overwhelming
feelings. Over a quarter of children have believed a fake AI-generated
story, another 41% think they have. This leaves children feeling
embarrassed, confused and less trusting.

 At 58 pages it's a big report but there is lots of useful information in
the Executive Summary if you are time-limited. You can read the full
report HERE.

SAFEGUARDING WITH ANDREW
HALL
Social Media Bullying - Childline

Bullying doesn’t  stop at the school gates. Social  media
means chi ldren can face harassment anyt ime, often
without adults knowing. Teachers and Support Staff
are in a key posit ion to not ice, respond and signpost
support.

Chi ldl ine has useful advice for chi ldren about onl ine
bul ly ing, giving them pract ical steps on report ing
abuse, blocking bul l ies, and coping strategies.
You can f ind their  advice here.

What you can do (Childline Advice):

Most websites and apps have rules against bul ly ing
and harassment, and can help i f  i t 's happening to you
or someone you know. 

 I f  you've seen or experienced bul ly ing on social
media, i t 's important to: 

Report what 's happened on the si te or app
Block the people bul ly ing you
Take screenshots of nasty 

     messages, but don't  reply to 
     them

Tell  someone you trust,  l ike 
     your parent,  carer or a teacher  

mailto:enquiries@st-augustine.lincs.sch.uk
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=f6919a6179&e=7828d52f3f
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/bullying-social-media/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/getting-help/asking-adult-help/


ATTENDANCE
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Our whole school attendance this week was 91.48%*

Our attendance by class is as follows:
Olive- 88.72%
Sycamore - 94.86%
Acacia - 91.56%
Juniper - 90.6%

*Based on a 4 day school week due to half-term

Being around teachers and friends in a school
environment is the best way for pupils to learn and
reach their potential. Time in school also keeps
children safe and provides access to extra-curricular
opportunities and pastoral care. 
For more information, please visit the gov.uk 
website here,

THE MARK 10 MISSION - THE
PHARISEE AND TAX COLLECTOR
In the Gospel, Jesus shares a parable to help us understand
the value of honest, humble prayers. We hear about a
pharisee and a tax collector and how they lay down different
prayers before God. We reflect upon how Jesus views the two
prayers and how we can follow the example of one of the
characters in this parable. We then share our honest prayers
with God, encountering his love. Our celebration concludes
with the hymn 'Be Still.'

Click on the image below to watch the video.

BOOK CORNER! 
Diwali was celebrated across the world on Monday. BBC Bitesize
have lots of brilliant Diwali activities and videos here. 

Click on the picture below to listen to 8The Best Diwali Ever9. 

POPPY APPEAL-ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION
We will be selling Poppy Appeal items
on behalf of the Royal British Legion
during the period of Remembrance -
keep an eye out for our Year 6 children
who will be in the playground after
school most days with poppies, slap
bands, zip pulls and more! 

Click on the poppy to find out more. 

WHAT’S ON IN STAMFORD!
Stamford offers a variety of activities suitable for different interests
during the half-term break. Here are some recommended things
to do in Stamford this half-term:

• Visit Burghley House: Explore the historic Elizabethan house
and its beautiful park designed by Lancelot Brown. 

• Enjoy the Stamford Arts Centre: Experience a wide selection of
art forms, including live satellite screenings from The National
Theatre and The Royal Opera House. 

• Attend a Theatre Performance: Stamford Corn Exchange
Theatre offers a range of performances, including Shakespearean
plays. 

• Take a Walk on the Meadows: Enjoy the serene views at the
meadow set alongside the River Welland. 

• Participate in the Stamford Market: 
Experience the local market atmosphere 
and enjoy food and crafts. 

 - Mrs Withers

Wednesday was International Stammering Awareness Day.
Stamma has some great resources to support - click here for
more information and click on the image below to listen to Ed
Sheeran reading 8I Talk Like a River9. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qzZYzZ-ITY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHcZVbSWbA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucRW5iErw2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nH4zmizulCg
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/18/school-attendance-important-risks-missing-day/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zjpp92p
https://burghley.co.uk/
https://burghley.co.uk/
https://burghley.co.uk/
https://burghley.co.uk/
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/
https://www.stamfordcornexchange.co.uk/
https://www.stamfordcornexchange.co.uk/
https://www.stamfordcornexchange.co.uk/
https://www.stamfordcornexchange.co.uk/
https://stamma.org/


Appl icat ion forms are avai lable now for
our First Holy Communion Programme
2025/26, leading to the celebrat ion of
First Holy Communion next year. 

I f  your chi ld is in Year 3 at school or
aged 7 or over and has not yet made
their First Holy Communion, then please
obtain an appl icat ion form avai lable at
the back of Church. 

The closing date for register ing for the
Programme is Sunday 26th October.
Those not attending weekly Mass, at
least from the t ime of appl icat ion, wi l l  not
be el igible for the subsequent classes or
to make their  First Holy Communion, 
as this is a Diocesan expectat ion.

 -  Canon Peter

St. Augustine's News | Issue  132 | 23.10.25

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

 - Mrs Lucy Wright, Chaplain

On Tuesday morning, our EYFS chi ldren visi ted the
Stamford Orchard to celebrate Apple Day! 

I t  was a beauti ful  sunny morning and the chi ldren loved
learning al l  about the apples growing in the orchard.
When they came back to school,  they carr ied on their
learning by baking a del ic ious apple cake with Miss
Hawkins!  

EYFS OLIVE CLASS

The Mulberry Bush Nursery has recently put up signs
in the turning circle car park to kindly remind parents
that chi ldren should not r ide bikes or scooters around
the parked cars. This is simply to help keep everyone
safe and to avoid any accidental damage. 

We’d be grateful  i f  parents could ensure chi ldren are
supervised when using the car park area before and
after school.  

Thank you for your support 
and understanding.

THE MULBERRY BUSH NURSERY



Farewell to
Mrs Garland...

This week, we say a very fond farewell to Mrs
Kat Garland, our wonderful Safeguarding
Lead, SENCO and Pastoral Lead, as she
leaves St. Augustine’s for pastures new. Mrs
Garland will be joining Mrs Cox at Tulip
Academy in Spalding, where she will
continue her amazing work supporting
children and families.

During her time here at St. Augustine’s, Mrs
Garland has made a lasting difference to so
many pupils, parents and staff. Her warmth,
compassion and tireless dedication have
been at the heart of so much of what makes
our school community special. She has led
countless initiatives to strengthen our
pastoral care and inclusion, always ensuring
that every child feels valued and supported.
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One of Mrs Garland’s most memorable contributions was introducing our much-loved nurture
dogs, Bonnie and Baxter. They become an important and treasured part of school life - offering
comfort, smiles and a sense of calm to everyone they met...just like Mrs Garland. 

Mrs Garland’s positivity, kindness and care have left an incredible mark on St. Augustine’s. While
we’re very sad to see her go, we’re also excited for her and the next chapter in her journey. On
behalf of all pupils, families and staff, we’d like to say a heartfelt thank you for everything you’ve
done, Mrs Garland - and we wish you (and Bonnie and Baxter!) every success and happiness in
your new adventure. 

Good Luck! 
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