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A MESSAGE FROM MRS COX

As we step into the beautiful season of Advent, we are reminded that this is a time of waiting, hope,
and preparation. Advent invites us to reflect on the promise of light in darkness and the joy that
comes with the arrival of Christmas. In this special period, we also turn our hearts to the upcoming
Catholic Jubilee Year of Hope. Let us embrace this theme of hope as a guiding light for the months
ahead - a reminder of God’'s endless love and the bright possibilities that await when we journey
together in faith and kindness.

A heartfelt thank you to Canon Peter for joining us in school yesterday to bless our Advent wreaths. It
was a beautiful moment that brought our school community together, and we are so grateful for his
time and blessings. The children did a fantastic job with their Advent readings, sharing the true
meaning of the season with confidence and reverence - well done to all involved! It was equally
wonderful to see so many family members join us for this special occasion; your presence made the
event even more meaningful for the children.

We would also like to say thank you to all the families who joined us for our Book Bistro event
yesterday afternoon. It was fantastic to see the children’s excitement as they shared their love of
reading. Special thanks go to Mrs. Oliver, Mrs. Ellis, and Mrs. Jones for their hard work in organising
such a lovely event, and to Mrs Frisby for organising the refreshments.

As we light the first candles of Advent this week, let us all remember that
hope shines brightest when shared. Whether in acts of kindness, words
of encouragement, or quiet moments of prayer, may this season bring joy
and peace to your homes.

With warmest wishes and prayers,

Mrs Cox
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LET US PRAY

Loving Father, the Bible tells
us that you love those who
give cheerfully. Your Son,
Jesus, showed us how to be
generous. Bless me with a
generous and cheerful spirit,
too, so that | happily share
what | have to help others.
Happy to share my faith, to
share my time, to share my
things, to share my talents, to
share mercy and welcome and
kindness with everyone. We
make this prayer through
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
Mission Together

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Until that time, God has placed on the earth all that we need for the making of this
Many happy returns to ‘heavenly dwelling’ (2 Cor 5:1-2). The Catechism of the Catholic Church emphasises

7 7 the utter seriousness of our choices and actions (CCC 1041). As we are to be judged
Ronan in niper CI
ona JU pe C ass by God, to give an account of our lives as St Paul notes (Romans 14:12), we should
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Matthew 1

THE FOUR LAST THINGS - JUDGEMENT

In last week’s parish newsletter, Canon Peter wrote:

“While on earth there is an ‘unseen building’ that is taking place in and through our
lives, with the help of God’'s grace. It is this unseen reality of what we are making of
our lives, that is to be revealed at the Last Judgement, when the whole of that unseen
reality shines forth for eternity. Our lives in this world are, through the work of grace
with which we are called to co-operate, preparing for this new life.

In this life our choices and loves are expressed in bodily form, but they can remain
hidden and produce hidden fruits. Who knows the depth of the love a mother feels

for her child and which she expresses through often unnoticed acts of simple

\ \|/ / renunciation? But the loving choice made is real and endures. Nothing is lost. It is
~ '

destined to find expression in the glory of the everlasting Kingdom of Love: ‘when

Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory’ (Col 3:4).
Then ‘this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature
must put on immortality’ (1 Cor 15:53).

WhO iS 11 tOday, to Jacob ask for his mercy and grace to put our lives in order and bear fruit that will last.
Through St. Augustine, the Church offers us the image of a treasury:

P in Willow Class who will the poor whom serve take our good works and place them in the
heavenly treasury (CCC 1039).If we are without love and offer nothing,

be 10 on WedneSday, and then at the Last Judgement we will find nothing in heaven. Only what is

. given lasts. Only the life of love endures for eternal
to Ella and Romeo in life with God. As St John of the Cross put it: ‘In the evening of life,

X ) we will be judged on love alone’.”
Willow who will be 10 on

Please click here to read more newsletters from our Catholic

ThurSday| C‘ Parish of Stamford, Saint Mary and Saint Augustine

PAACT VISITOR

We are having a visitor in on Monday 9th
: : December at 9am from Parents and Autistic
Everyone_"' S . _ Children Together (PAACT) to chat about what they
. do and the support that they can offer to families: PAACT
Augustine’s wishes you provides whole family support through training
very happy birthday! programmes, conferences, workshops, activities, and
support group meetings. Please do come and join us if you

GRE EN TEAM &’ feel it would be beneficial.

SCHOOL COUNCIL | /77—
Our next Green Team WHOLE SCHOOL MASS
o & LITURGY DATES

meeting will be on Monday
2nd December, and our next We would like to welcome our school families to join

School Council meeting will us.
be on Monday 9th 12th Dec: EYFS/ KS1 Nativity - Church - 2pm

December. 17th Dec: Christmas Carols - Church - 1.30pm
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VIRTUES CERTIFICATES

Congratulations to all of the recipients of this
week’s Virtue Certificates:

Cedar Class - Bella- Friendship & Kindness
Sycamore Class - Renzo -Hope & Confidence
Acacia Class - Oscar - Hope & Confidence

Willow Class - Romeo -
Determination

Love of Learning &

Juniper Class - Rainie - Hope & Confidence

Well done to you all!
We are all very proud of you.

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS TO
CATHOLIC PRIMARY
ACADEMIES (RECEPTION
YEAR)

Please share this information with friends and family with a
child due to start school in September 2025:

Parents of children born between 1st September 2020 and 31st
August 2021, the deadline for school place applications is 15th
January 2025. Application forms can be found on the Local
Authority (LA) website; click on the ‘Apply Now’ image to visit
the Lincolnshire County Council Admissions website.

If you are applying to Catholic schools and wish your child to be
considered under a faith-based criterion, you must also
complete a supplementary information form. This form should be
submitted directly to the school by the deadline. The forms are
available from both the Local Authority and the school.

When submitting the supplementary form, you must include the
required supporting evidence, such as a baptism certificate
(photocopies are acceptable). If you do not have this evidence,
please contact the parish where your child was baptised to

request a copy certificate well in advance.
Failure to provide the necessary

APPLY
NOW

supporting evidence will result in

your child being placed in a lower
admissions category, which could
impact their chances of securing a place.

TEA WITH-MRS-€E~: MRS D!

Cedar Class - Elsie
Sycamore Class - Tobias
Acacia Class - Ada
Willow Class - Elspeth

Juniper Class - Tommy

We celebrated
with last week’s
children this
week! We
enjoyed some
delicious hot
chocolate and
marshmallows!

'™ HAVING * *
TEA
WITH

FAITH IN ACTION

Volunteers in our Year 6 Juniper class have planned
an exciting Christmas-themed event for local care
residents and parishioners, to celebrate Christmas!

We will welcome residents from Braceborough Care
Home on 16th December and have invited
parishioners and residents of Whitefriars Care Home,
along with Vision Day Support.

All of Year 6 will have the chance to join in on the
day with Christmas bingo, tree decoration colouring,
sing-a-longs and some festive snacks.

Thank you to Mrs Wright, our Lay Chaplain, for
organising the event and for helping the children plan
what we hope will be a lovely event.



https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/school-admissions/apply-school/2

E-SAFETY WITH ALAN MCKENZIE

For Parents - Roblox Major Safety Updates.

Last week Roblox, the game used by 90 million people daily,
announced some major updates which are available to users and
parents. The rollout has already started and will be fully implemented by
March 2025. These safety updates include:

e Limits to how children under 13 can communicate.

o Parental controls accessible from the parents phone rather from the

child's device (remote management).

There's too much detail to include within an email so to see an
explanation of all the new features visit the Roblox website HERE.

You can also see the full guide to Roblox parental controls on the
Internet Matters website HERE.

For Parents - Second-Hand Devices Guide

Often when children get their first or subsequent devices, particularly
mobile phones, it's a hand-me-down, for example when a parent gets a
new device on contract. This can be a real positive, mobile devices are
very expensive and the latest/greatest devices often have very limited
additional functionality over older devices.

But it's really important these devices are configured correctly for
younger users. thankfully Internet Matters have a full guide to help
parents navigate all the different features and settings, plus how to

choose the right second-hand device, safety concerns and much more.

All information and guidance can be found HERE.

EXTRA-ORDO-NARY
'WORD OF THE WEEK'

Next week’s word is ‘Hope’

Hope is an expectation and desire for
the things that are to come in the

future. It is a powerful virtue that can
help us to persevere through difficult
times. In the season of Advent, we
hope for the coming of Jesus and that
he will bring peace, joy and love to
the world.

Think of a reason that you
have to be hopeful. Share
that hope with someone
this week.

ATTENDANCE

Our whole school attendance this week was 97.13%

Our attendance by class is as follows:
Cedar - 100%

Sycamore - 96.79%

Acacia - 98.29%

Willow - 99.42%

Juniper - 89%

Being around teachers and friends in a school
environment is the best way for pupils to learn and
reach their potential. Time in school also keeps
children safe and provides access to extra-curricular
opportunities and pastoral care.

For more information, please visit the gov.uk

website here,

OMENTS
v ATTER,

M
ATTENDANCE
COUNTS.

"From the first day of term to the last, the
small moments in a school day make a real
difference to your child.
#AttendanceCounts”

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
UPDATE

o ST OAGUSTI T
Thank you for supparting the Royat British Legion Poppy Appeal
s sl
152.013-03

h £

Dhstrict total



https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=07e0e45583&e=7828d52f3f
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=061c57c41d&e=7828d52f3f
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=df0b5d9a52&e=7828d52f3f
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/18/school-attendance-important-risks-missing-day/

Writer of
THE WEEK
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Congratulations to Joseph
in our Year 4 Acacia Class
for being chosen as our
Writer of the Week!

Joseph wowed Mrs
Worrick with his
thoughtful and inspiring
poem, Advice, offering
wise and encoura%m
words for schoolchildren
everywhere.

His creative use of
language and heartfelt
message left a lasting
impression.

Well done, Joseph - we
can’t wait to read more of
your wonderful work!

JOSEPH
KOSINSKI-HOLMES




ST. AUGUSTINE’S ADVENT
CALENDAR

Mrs Wright, our school Lay Chaplain, has created a beautiful Advent
calendar for our St. Augustine’s children! Thank you, Mrs Wright!

Advent, the lead up to Christmas, is a special time to spend with people that
we love, and an important time to help other people.

This calendar has lots of lovely ideas for children to do on each day of
Advent. If you would like a paper copy to be sent home with your child,
please email enquiries@st-augustine.lincs.sch.uk

<~ 7R T\ O T . A ST 3 “

Getting Ready for Christmas bk

Advent is o time of preparation when we spend time with people we love and we fry fo help those In need How many of these
activities can you complete throughout Advert to help you prepare for the coming of Jesus af Christmas?

W N @000 3 ~ A
Doan act of Write out the | Say a prayer before
kindness for alphabet and then bed to ask God to
try to think of a country. Saint Nicholas -
Christmas related preparation for . f“t find out more 4
word starting with Jesus’ birth at 6" e
'

each letter. b
3 i

Surptlsaan adult at , ™ With an Ill
L)
snowflakes and ask home by doing (or local communityand [| choose one item

Say a prayer for those penplcwm

anadultif youcan || song/carol of each ﬁ::.::::o:::ra: f okt a:,fpmmp:ﬂ i throughout the from your kitchen
decorate a windnw e spe ; cupboard and donate
in your house. 1;__ | I Uhiey vl nsrinlly P it to a local food

Have a cosy Christmas Read a Christmas Talk to an adult
film night with loved SEeRae d & help the Earth. story with an adult at || about purchasing a

‘o’ or abook that you Sometimes the s'ealtau 1oy thlltw e.g Put rubbish into the correct bins
can give to others is through gifts or walk to school if you can. . l cmn world ‘Ift.

that only we ourselves can give. o8 £5 for Emergency Water or a

Share some of your time with - Vegstable Garden,

4 =i A e somebody today, ‘ < s caf
' e i : : : car p|‘Q
. 17 H SRLD
Say ‘Merry Christmas’ Make an angel Listen toorsingasong || Create a religious

| to somebody you don’t i decoration to add to | about the Annunciation. Christmas card I celebrate the birth of
normally talk to at e The Angel Gabriel, Mary, Did || celebrating the birth of || Jesus or tell the Nativity

you Know? or the Magnificat
school before you break|| Ganyouspot any that remind
up for the Iluﬁday i~ e o 2 scripture quote on it? g The Jubllee
Gift it to a neighbour or parishioner. » 'ﬁ Year is
; * F launched today
24 mmuf’ in Rome




FAMILY FIRST MAGAZINE

Here’s your free copy of the UK’s
largest parenting title - click on the picture Falnlly HrSt

to read the the online version!

Family First magazine is published R chk&
quarterly and focuses on promoting the SEAS ' simple

. S ' recipes
health and well-being of families living in l’rml:; u;' 5
the UK. yel sl} ish

ﬁfﬁ:mn ' - WIN b'
If you are tired of preparing the same ' =
monotonous meals and wish to ensure that
your children not only eat healthier but also
enjoy nutritious food, Family First is here to
assist you. The ‘Get Cooking’ section is
filled with delicious and nutritious recipes,
ideas to involve your children in the kitchen
and informative articles from nutrition
experts who delve into the psychology

. . . Building a happier, healthier family lifestyle
behind our eating habits. \

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
-Y6 Roots to Food Gala -Roots to Food
Dinner for parents workshop for whole
school |
8 9 10 il 12 13 14
-EYFS/ KS1 Nativity at -Christmas jumper/ party outfits
-Whole school panto
Church - 1.30pm -Whole school Christmas lunch
-F.0.S.A Christmas Fayre
1 1 | | |-Christmas Disco 1
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
-Christmas Carols at INSET DAY
Church - 1.30pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
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UNISON

Fast Midlands
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STAMFORD CYBERWISE
CAMPAIGN

“We are thrilled that we have over 100
local households already signed up to the
Stamford Cyberwise campaign. If you are
a parent or carer committed to improving
smartphone use with the children in your
care, why don't you add your name too?
Head over to our website by clicking on

the images on the right.

Thank you for your support”.

-Gemma Holbird and Sarah Jane
Sauntson (The Conversation Stamford)

STAIMFORD CYBERWISE
PARENT PLEDGE

1.No smartphones for primary
aged children

2.No social media until (at least) 13

3.Parental controls until 16

;%t;co,nverse-sy \ %,

STAMFORD PRIMARY SCHOOLS
SINGING DAY 2024

FUNDRAISER

Children’s performance will help to save lives at sea

Young singers from six primary
schools performed in a fundrais-

which celebrates its 2ocoth
anniversary this year. “am('e its

ingeoncerttohelpthosewhosave la

lives at zea,

Stamford Diversity  Group
organised the Stamford Primary
Sehools Singing Day in supportof
the Royal National Lifeboat Insti-
tuite.

Children fraom 5t George's, St
Gilbert’s, 5t Augustine’s, Mal-
eolm Sargent, Stamford Junior
School and Uffington Primary
School took part.

They spent several weeks
practising at school before com-
ing together on Friday last week
for group rehearsals and the final
performance.

The children
Eternal Father, And You Rescue
Me. Beyond the Sea, The Mer-

i go, DrunkenSailor, The

\ and Qule Britannia
while former Stamford poet laur-
ente Darren Rawnsley recited six
of his own poems throughout the
concert.

It raised £735 for the RNLI

performed Mic

more than 142,000 lives,

Chairperson  of  Stamford
Diversity Group, Yvette Diaz-
Munoz, said “The children sang
their hearts out. Those whoatten-
ded were in raptures and a phe-
nomenal amount was raised for
such n worthy charity,

“The coneert epitomised how
our local eommunity can come
together tomake positive change.
Well done to all involved.”

Thesingersweresupported by

5 director Fergus Black.

rd School hosted the con-

ich was funded by the St

I's and Exeter Schools
Charity.

Donations can still be made
online at www justgiving.com;
Enge fstamforddiversitygrouprn

A spokesperson for the RNLI
said: "All our lifesavers say a big
thanks for helping us to keep
people safie at sea.”
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* ALL SAINTS’ STAMFORD.
Christingle
" Service

Al
) /|

~ Carols for-.
Good Causes

! - Come andysing festive favourites with’
“Stamford Choral in amongst the trees of
. Stamford’s Christmas Tree Festival!

=S

e Sﬁﬁportmg Churches Conservatmn' Mg e
~ Trust, Cards for Good Causes’and 3 F) I -7 i

- I.lncs & Notts Air Ambulance Lharltv

@ - 'Sunday

8th Dece&n ber. '

FOR GOOD CAUSES

natlons welcome, cards and ot,her
- — —gifts will be on sale:

1 OOam 12.00-noon,

= - '"Saturday 7th Dec 2024
Swame . < - 8t John's.Church, COME AND BE A CHORISTERI

Red Lmn Square Stamford PE9-2DE s

FRE

¥ ¥ QIAMFORD |

Art F"CJ{J—U@TJ
You are invited to

THE CHEER CLUB

Chrrighns (Purty

pecemBer ()9 2 -4 PM

Come and celebrate with us for % A Att Pﬂlet TEHOF

our Christmas Party! With Pantomine, "y R ¢

festive Games & lots of mince pies! 1 ' l On COHdHCtOP'

St.amford,‘PEQ iTZ ) )\.r E h)?!) !
.. ,_“— (£
js. ‘|7th Dec 2024
. ES 2 LEVERNY ) {Oswald Elliott Hall,’
RSVP Essential s, Yo i Stamford School Stamforcl

hook via email - community@artpopup.co.uk
Funded by the Lincolnshire Mental Health & Wellbeing Community Investment Fund ‘gIStEMd Chaﬂry No. 52?613




At The Hational College, our WakslpWed nenday Quides empowsr ond egulp porents, Sorecs ond educoton with the confid and practical skills to be able to hove intormed and age-appropricots
conversolions with chiidren aboul eniine salety, mentcl healih ond wellbeing. ond climoate chongs meddwud by Huhuml:Dﬂ'Ir- Safety, thesa guides now oddress wider topics ond thames
For further guides. hints and tips, p

uWhatlParlentsl&'Educato'rsl |Nee'd\t ﬁ;l(now about

: HAP STHEIH

57 SN&PCHAT

ﬂ

RESTRIA %

unvg Snapchat is o messaging app which aliows usars to send imugu. videos and texts to
others. its best=known feature is thot anything sent "disappears’ 24 hours ofter it's been,
viewed, however, users are known to toke screenshots or use another device to obtain g

- photo of their screen. in 2023, Snopchat added a chatbot function colled "My AF.
1 _ o /

ARTIFICIAL IHTELLIGENEE SCREEN TIME ADDICTION 153 a

My Al [s Snopchat‘s new chatbot, which reples to , 4 | Snapchal priontises user engogemaent, with leatures
questions ina human-|ils ronner. However, this ‘ \ . ifee streaks :lnlqruglng this sOrMS parson mrfdnf (1]

|l

software lu 8till in s infancy and hos significant bulld up © high score]. The opp olso has sections
drowbacks, such ou biowed, Incorrect or m'ul‘-n:llng colled ‘Discover’ ond 'Sp-oqlbghl'. whikch show 1okl gred
respanses. Thete haove already been NUMB oul Mreports contant 1o sach used Howeve!, this could alps be seen
of young users turning to Al tor madical help cnd r oz on attempt (o hook users |nl|:-w'h:h1n-q widmos
dingnotes. which could be inoccurate and therelone . : endiessly. Furthermare, constant notifications can lure
potentially dangenmus | people into using the opp

-— 0 s omm— _ : L P
PREDATORS AND SCAMS <iiss ! _ ! ._ INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT _2

Pradators can sxplol Snapchat's disappearing
massages by, lor sxomple, telling o user they hove
naked photos of them and will post them unless
Iht!r‘ll pald. Shapchal's own research lound that BB%
of lsenagers had experienced this - on this app or
others, This likely isn't helped by “Snapktaps” = o
feature which highlights your sxact position in
reci=time. Thies i meant to heip friends keep trock of
sach other, butl could be used for mone sinlster

aasons J f.w‘ sy ¥ 1 n\-"

-
EY, f _ “% ONLINE PRESSURES
MV Es ONLV r § Although many of Snapchat’s filters are designed

fnopohot hos o hidden phato voult colied ¥ to entertoin or amuse, the ‘beautify” ellects on

Wy Eyes Only’ Tesns con conceal sensitive photos I s i } photos can set unrealistic body Image sxpectations
ond videos from porents ond corers in this loider, g creating leelings of inadequacy (n younger users
which |8 protectsd by a PIN. You can check for this by snapehat now also has ‘priorty’ notiflications (which
clicking on the lcon which looks ke two playing cards sl gat dinplayed even if o d @ (8 in 'do not disturh’
This tokes you 15 the ‘Memaries’ folder which stores ! Frdie), INCTeasing the pressure on users 19 log bock in

photos, stories ond the My Eyes Only folder ond interoct
L‘ 4y

b a . \ ! 0
Befors you oilow o chisd to downlood Snopchat. downioad it yoursel -

) Advice !-‘or Parents & Educators

UTILISE PAREHTAL CONTROLS \ FAHIUAEISE 'I'OURSEI.F
parsnts’ guide 1o the opp 10 help you undentond how it works and

CHRITE LS fOU VIRW BN DE10HE of the chilt's account -
mnﬂw—hmaﬂmmthmnh

Sama content on Enapohat simply lsn't suitoble

for children. The hoihloge ussd Lo group content

are determined by the potler, so even on innocent
seareh term could still yield age-nappropriate resulls
The opp's ‘disappearing messoges’ feature aleo
makes it sasy lor young people to share sxplicil
imoges on impulie - 10 l.‘lllrl‘nl:uﬂﬂl‘lu.l o be o riek
associoted with Snapchot

thabr trisrcha lint ond wiha thay ve spoloen b in the lont wesk - ond report any
mmmﬂhﬂhnnﬂdhhmmhmumnwﬂ
child's location hiciden on the apg, go iNLo setlings and lum on 'Ghoet Mods” and
‘Hide Live Lacation’, and ensure thay know not Lo shars their lkocation with omyone.

- A . T E R PAALE BE W

BLOCK AND REPORT ?"

It & stranger dowes connect with o child on Snapchat and begins to make
them feel uncomiortoble through bultying, pressure to send expilcit
Images or by sending sexuol imoges to them, the child con top the three dota
on that person’s profile ongd report or block them, There ore options 1o siote wivy
thiEy e Feporing INGL ubed — SUCh O aNNDYING OF MAlISIouS MESIOORE, SPGM o ERL BARTING,

o8 somacns slss ‘challenges’ on the platiorm con hoawe harmitul conssguences.

Y o “wa

ENCOURAGE OPEN DI'SCUSSI'DNS

. Snopchaot’s ek con be souker to handle If you nurture on opan
and

W v E

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutheriond iz an online sofety consultont, sducotor and
resparcher who has developed ond implemented onti-bullying and cyber
saiety policies for schools. $he hos writlen vorious ocodemic popen ond
cartied oul reasarch for the Australian governiment comparing Intermet
use and sexting behaviour of young pecple in the UK, USA and Austrolia i -

ESdaH

Source: See full refgrence list on guide poge at httpe://notionoicoliege comfguides/snopchar-2021
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