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As we step into the beautiful season of Advent, we are reminded that this is a time of waiting, hope,
and preparation. Advent invites us to reflect on the promise of light in darkness and the joy that
comes with the arrival of Christmas. In this special period, we also turn our hearts to the upcoming
Catholic Jubilee Year of Hope. Let us embrace this theme of hope as a guiding light for the months
ahead - a reminder of God’s endless love and the bright possibilities that await when we journey
together in faith and kindness.

A heartfelt thank you to Canon Peter for joining us in school yesterday to bless our Advent wreaths. It
was a beautiful moment that brought our school community together, and we are so grateful for his
time and blessings. The children did a fantastic job with their Advent readings, sharing the true
meaning of the season with confidence and reverence - well done to all involved! It was equally
wonderful to see so many family members join us for this special occasion; your presence made the
event even more meaningful for the children. 

We would also like to say thank you to all the families who joined us for our Book Bistro event
yesterday afternoon. It was fantastic to see the children’s excitement as they shared their love of
reading. Special thanks go to Mrs. Oliver, Mrs. Ellis, and Mrs. Jones for their hard work in organising
such a lovely event, and to Mrs Frisby for organising the refreshments. 

As we light the first candles of Advent this week, let us all remember that 
hope shines brightest when shared. Whether in acts of kindness, words 
of encouragement, or quiet moments of prayer, may this season bring joy 
and peace to your homes.

With warmest wishes and prayers,

Mrs Cox

St. Augustine's
Catholic Voluntary Academy 

Phone: 01780 762094 
Website: www.st-augustine.lincs.sch.uk 

Address: Kesteven Road, Stamford, Lincs PE9 1SR 

LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE in love
1 CORINTHIANS 16:14

https://www.instagram.com/staugustinescvastamford/
https://www.facebook.com/staugustinescva


:

We would like to welcome our school families to join 
us: 
12th Dec: EYFS/ KS1 Nativity - Church - 2pm
17th Dec: Christmas Carols - Church - 1.30pm

LET US PRAY

Our next Green  Team
meeting will be on Monday
2nd December, and our next
School  Council meeting will
be on Monday 9th
December. 
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GREEN TEAM &
SCHOOL COUNCIL 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Many happy returns to
Ronan in Juniper Class
who is 11 today, to  Jacob
P in Willow Class who will
be 10 on Wednesday, and
to Ella and Romeo in
Willow who will be 10 on
Thursday! 

Everyone at St.
Augustine9s wishes you a
very happy birthday! 

WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 
& LITURGY DATES

THE FOUR LAST THINGS – JUDGEMENT
In last week9s parish newsletter,  Canon Peter wrote: 

 
<While on earth there is an 8unseen bui lding9 that is taking place in and through our

l ives, with the help of God9s grace. I t  is this unseen real i ty of what we are making of
our l ives, that is to be revealed at the Last Judgement, when the whole of that unseen

real i ty shines forth for eterni ty.  Our l ives in this world are, through the work of grace
with which we are cal led to co-operate, preparing for this new l i fe.

In this l i fe our choices and loves are expressed in bodi ly form, but they can remain
hidden and produce hidden frui ts.  Who knows the depth of the love a mother feels

for her chi ld and which she expresses through often unnoticed acts of simple
renunciat ion? But the loving choice made is real and endures. Nothing is lost.  I t  is
dest ined to f ind expression in the glory of the everlast ing Kingdom of Love: 8when

Christ who is our l i fe appears, then you also wi l l  appear with him in glory9  (Col 3:4).
Then 8 this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal  nature

must put on immortal i ty 9  (1 Cor 15:53).

Unti l  that t ime, God has placed on the earth al l  that we need for the making of this
8heavenly dwel l ing9 (2 Cor 5:1-2).  The Catechism of the Cathol ic Church emphasises

the utter seriousness of our choices and act ions (CCC 1041). As we are to be judged
by God, to give an account of our l ives as St Paul notes (Romans 14:12), we should

ask for his mercy and grace to put our l ives in order and bear frui t  that wi l l  last.
Through St.  August ine, the Church offers us the image of a treasury: 

the poor whom serve take our good works and place them in the 
heavenly treasury (CCC 1039).I f  we are without love and offer nothing, 
then at the Last Judgement we wi l l  f ind nothing in heaven. Only what is 

given lasts. Only the l i fe of love endures for eternal
l i fe with God. As St John of the Cross put i t :  8 In the evening of l i fe,  

we wi l l  be judged on love alone9.=

Please cl ick here to read more newsletters from our Cathol ic 
Parish of Stamford, Saint Mary and Saint August ine 

We are having a visitor in on Monday 9th 
December at 9am from Parents and Autistic 
Children Together (PAACT) to chat about what they 
do and the support that they can offer to families: PAACT
provides whole family support through training
programmes, conferences, workshops, activities, and
support group meetings. Please do come and join us if you
feel it would be beneficial.

PAACT VISITOR

Loving Father, the Bible tells
us that you love those who
give cheerfully. Your Son,
Jesus, showed us how to be
generous. Bless me with a
generous and cheerful spirit,
too, so that I happily share
what I have to help others.
Happy to share my faith, to
share my time, to share my
things, to share my talents, to
share mercy and welcome and
kindness with everyone. We
make this prayer through
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
 Mission Together

https://www.catholicstamford.com/newsletter-archive


Congratulations to all of the recipients of this
week’s Virtue Certificates: 

Cedar Class - Bella- Friendship & Kindness

Sycamore Class - Renzo -Hope & Confidence

Acacia Class - Oscar - Hope & Confidence

Willow Class - Romeo -  Love of Learning &
Determination

Juniper Class - Rainie - Hope & Confidence

Well done to you all! 
 We are all very proud of you. 
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Please share this information with friends and family with a
child due to start school in September 2025:

Parents of children born between 1st September 2020 and 31st
August 2021, the deadline for school place applications is 15th
January 2025. Application forms can be found on the Local
Authority (LA) website; click on the 8Apply Now9 image to visit
the Lincolnshire County Council Admissions website. 

If you are applying to Catholic schools and wish your child to be
considered under a faith-based criterion, you must also
complete a supplementary information form. This form should be
submitted directly to the school by the deadline. The forms are
available from both the Local Authority and the school.

When submitting the supplementary form, you must include the
required supporting evidence, such as a baptism certificate
(photocopies are acceptable). If you do not have this evidence,
please contact the parish where your child was baptised to
request a copy certificate well in advance.
Failure to provide the necessary 
supporting evidence will result in 
your child being placed in a lower 
admissions category, which could 
impact their chances of securing a place.

TEA WITH MRS C.. .  MRS D!

Cedar Class - Elsie

Sycamore Class - Tobias

Acacia Class - Ada

Willow Class - Elspeth

Juniper Class - Tommy

VIRTUES CERTIFICATES

FAITH IN ACTION SCHOOL ADMISSIONS TO
CATHOLIC PRIMARY
ACADEMIES (RECEPTION
YEAR)

Volunteers in our Year 6 Juniper class have planned
an exciting Christmas-themed event for local care
residents and parishioners, to celebrate Christmas!

We will welcome residents from Braceborough Care
Home on 16th December and have invited
parishioners and residents of Whitefriars Care Home,
along with Vision Day Support. 

All of Year 6 will have the chance to join in on the
day  with Christmas bingo, tree decoration colouring,
sing-a-longs and some festive snacks. 

Thank you to Mrs Wright, our Lay Chaplain, for
organising the event and for helping the children plan
what we hope will be a lovely event.

We celebrated
with last week’s
children this
week! We
enjoyed some
delicious hot
chocolate and
marshmallows! 

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/school-admissions/apply-school/2


EXTRA-ORDO-NARY 
'WORD OF THE WEEK' 

For Parents - Roblox Major Safety Updates.

Last week Roblox, the game used by 90 million people daily,
announced some major updates which are available to users and
parents. The rollout has already started and will be fully implemented by
March 2025. These safety updates include:

Limits to how children under 13 can communicate.
Parental controls accessible from the parents phone rather from the
child's device (remote management).

There's too much detail to include within an email so to see an
explanation of all the new features visit the Roblox website HERE.

You can also see the full guide to Roblox parental controls on the
Internet Matters website HERE.
  
For Parents - Second-Hand Devices Guide

Often when children get their first or subsequent devices, particularly
mobile phones, it's a hand-me-down, for example when a parent gets a
new device on contract. This can be a real positive, mobile devices are
very expensive and the latest/greatest devices often have very limited
additional functionality over older devices.

But it's really important these devices are configured correctly for
younger users. thankfully Internet Matters have a full guide to help
parents navigate all the different features and settings, plus how to
choose the right second-hand device, safety concerns and much more.

All information and guidance can be found HERE.

ATTENDANCE
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Our whole school attendance this week was 97.13%

Our attendance by class is as follows:
Cedar - 100%
Sycamore - 96.79%
Acacia - 98.29%
Willow - 99.42%
Juniper - 89%

Being around teachers and friends in a school
environment is the best way for pupils to learn and
reach their potential. Time in school also keeps
children safe and provides access to extra-curricular
opportunities and pastoral care. 
For more information, please visit the gov.uk 
website here,

E-SAFETY WITH ALAN MCKENZIE

Next week9s word is 8Hope 9
 
Hope is an expectat ion and desire for
the things that are to come in the
future. I t  is a powerful  vir tue that can
help us to persevere through dif f icul t
t imes. In the season of Advent,  we
hope for the coming of Jesus and that
he wi l l  br ing peace, joy and love to
the world.

Think of a reason that you 
have to be hopeful.  Share 
that hope with someone 
this week.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
UPDATE

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=07e0e45583&e=7828d52f3f
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=061c57c41d&e=7828d52f3f
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=df0b5d9a52&e=7828d52f3f
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/18/school-attendance-important-risks-missing-day/


THE WEEK

J O S E P H
K O S I N S K I - H O L M E S

Writer of 

Congratulations to Joseph
in our Year 4 Acacia Class
for being chosen as our
Writer of the Week! 

Joseph wowed Mrs
Worrick with his
thoughtful and inspiring
poem, Advice, offering
wise and encouraging
words for schoolchildren
everywhere. 

His creative use of
language and heartfelt
message left a lasting
impression. 

Well done, Joseph – we
can’t wait to read more of
your wonderful work!



Mrs Wright, our school Lay Chaplain, has created a beautiful Advent
calendar for our St. Augustine’s children! Thank you, Mrs Wright! 

Advent, the lead up to Christmas, is a special time to spend with people that
we love, and an important time to help other people. 

This calendar has lots of lovely ideas for children to do on each day of
Advent. If you would like a paper copy to be sent home with your child,
please email enquiries@st-augustine.lincs.sch.uk
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S ADVENT
CALENDAR



St. Augustine's News |  Issue 96 | 29.11.24 

-Y6 Roots to Food Gala
Dinner for parents

-Roots to Food
workshop for whole
school 

-EYFS/ KS1 Nativity at
Church - 1.30pm

-Christmas jumper/ party outfits
-Whole school panto 
-Whole school Christmas lunch
-F.O.S.A Christmas Fayre
-Christmas Disco

-Christmas Carols at
Church - 1.30pm

INSET DAY

FAMILY FIRST MAGAZINE
Here9s your free copy of the UK9s 
largest parenting title - click on the picture
to read the the online version!

Family First magazine is published
quarterly and focuses on promoting the
health and well-being of families living in
the UK. 

If you are tired of preparing the same
monotonous meals and wish to ensure that
your children not only eat healthier but also
enjoy nutritious food, Family First is here to
assist you. The 8Get Cooking9 section is
filled with delicious and nutritious recipes,
ideas to involve your children in the kitchen
and informative articles from nutrition
experts who delve into the psychology
behind our eating habits.

https://issuu.com/sevenstarmedia/docs/ff_autumn2024_digital021024
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UNISON HIDDEN HERO!
We are thrilled to congratulate Miss Fiona, our dedicated Little Stars
Wraparound Care manager, class teaching assistant, and senior midday
supervisor, on being presented with a prestigious Hidden Hero Nominee
award from Unison! This recognition is a true testament to her hard
work, commitment, and the positive impact she has on the entire St.
Augustine’s community.

Miss Fiona, your tireless efforts and unwavering dedication help our
school run smoothly every day. From supporting the children in the
classroom to ensuring their care and wellbeing in Little Stars and during
lunchtimes, you go above and beyond in everything you do. 

Thank you for being such a shining example of kindness, efficiency, and
devotion to our school’s mission. We are so proud of you and grateful
for all that you do!



<We are thrilled that we have over 100
local households already signed up to the
Stamford Cyberwise campaign. If you are
a parent or carer committed to improving
smartphone use with the children in your
care, why don't you add your name too?
Head over to our website by clicking on
the images on the right.
Thank you for your support=.

-Gemma Holbird and Sarah Jane
Sauntson (The Conversation Stamford)

STAMFORD CYBERWISE
CAMPAIGN
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STAMFORD PRIMARY SCHOOLS
SINGING DAY 2024

https://www.theconversationstamford.co.uk/cyberwise-signup.aspx
https://www.theconversationstamford.co.uk/cyberwise-signup.aspx







